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Naloxone TreatmentNaloxone Treatment
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• People with opioid dependence do 

NOT want to go into withdrawal!

• Prospective, pilot study in San 
Francisco

• 24 IDUs (12 pairs of injection partners)
• Followed for 6 months
• Participants witnessed 20 heroin 

Evidence: Naloxone Paired 
with Training

Evidence: Naloxone Paired 
with Training

overdose events
• Administered naloxone or CPR in 19 

(95%):
• - performed CPR in 16 (80%), 
• - administered naloxone in 15 
(75%) 
• ZERO deaths
• Heroin use decreased

• Los Angeles “Skid Row” injection drug 
users - mostly homeless or in shelters

• One-hour training: overdose 
prevention and recognition; calling 
911; rescue breathing

• 93 IDUs were trained. Of those, 66 
(71%) enrolled in evaluation study and 
47 participants (71%) completed

Data: Naloxone Paired with TrainingData: Naloxone Paired with Training

47 participants (71%) completed 
interview at baseline and 3-month 
follow-up.

• 22 participants responded to 35 
overdoses: 26 overdose victims 
recovered, 4 died, 5 with unknown 
outcome. 

• Participants reported decreased 
personal drug use 
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“911 Good Samaritan Bill”
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Generic Injectable Naloxone Generic Injectable Naloxone 
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Naloxone Auto-injector (Evzio) Naloxone Auto-injector (Evzio) 
•• Easy to administerEasy to administer

•• No risk of needle stickNo risk of needle stick

•• Voice InstructionsVoice Instructions

•• VERY Expensive: > VERY Expensive: > pp

$2000.00$2000.00

•• Limited grants available Limited grants available 

for public agencies for public agencies 

Generic Naloxone Nasal SprayGeneric Naloxone Nasal Spray

•• Relatively Relatively 
inexpensiveinexpensive
($35($35--55 range)55 range)

•• Atomizer may Atomizer may 
require separate require separate 
purchasepurchasepurchasepurchase

•• No risk of needle No risk of needle 

stickstick

•• Assembly Assembly 
required during required during 
eventevent

Narcan Nasal Spray (Brandname)Narcan Nasal Spray (Brandname)

•• Easy to administerEasy to administer

•• No risk of needle stickNo risk of needle stick

•• 4mg dose 4mg dose 

R blR bl i di d•• Reasonably Reasonably ppriced: riced: 

−− $150 retail $150 retail 

−− $75 for public health $75 for public health 

agencyagency

Naloxone KitNaloxone Kit

•• NarcanNarcan Nasal Nasal SpraySpray
(2 doses)(2 doses)

•• Basic InstructionsBasic Instructions

CONTENTS: CONTENTS: 

Basic InstructionsBasic Instructions
•• Mouth Shield for Mouth Shield for 

resuscitationresuscitation
•• Number to call and Number to call and 

report if usedreport if used
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p
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