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1. Hard of hearing

• The functioning ability of deaf/hard 

of hearing individuals can generally 

be separated into distinct categories:

1. Hard of hearingg

• Communicates orally by 

speaking and listening

g

• Communicates orally by 

speaking and listening

DefinitionDefinition
2. Deaf

• Communicates using sign 

language and are part of Deaf 

Culture

2. Deaf

• Communicates using sign 

language and are part of Deaf 

Culture

DefinitionDefinition
3. Late-deafened

• Individuals who were hearing or 

hard of hearing and can no 

longer communicate orally

3. Late-deafened

• Individuals who were hearing or 

hard of hearing and can no 

longer communicate orallyg y

• Not part of the Deaf Culture

g y

• Not part of the Deaf Culture

DefinitionDefinition
4. Deaf-blind 

• Communicates using language 

and depends on tactile 

interpreter

4. Deaf-blind 

• Communicates using language 

and depends on tactile 

interpreterinterpreterinterpreter

DefinitionDefinition
5. Deaf-low vision

• Communicates using sign 

language 

D d i l

5. Deaf-low vision

• Communicates using sign 

language 
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Building a Local/State NetworkBuilding a Local/State Network
• Develop a plan for programs to 
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appropriate mental health 

counseling/support network for 
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Emergency Preparedness 
Devices for Deaf and

Hard of Hearing People

Emergency Preparedness 
Devices for Deaf and

Hard of Hearing People
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• MP3 player for the Deaf/Deaf Alert 

system

• Feeling the vibration
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system

• Feeling the vibrationg

• Light represents the rhythm of 

music/noise

• Shape like a small pillow - soft
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• Shape like a small pillow - soft

Vibration/Bang “Hearing Aid”Vibration/Bang “Hearing Aid”

• Feel the noise in the background

• Let the deaf people know where the 

noise comes from

• Feel the noise in the background

• Let the deaf people know where the 

noise comes from

• Can be set-up through wireless, 

vibration, full coil technology, and 

sound/equality

• Can be set-up through wireless, 

vibration, full coil technology, and 

sound/equality
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Braille Communicator Pager 
for Deaf-blind Citizens

Braille Communicator Pager 
for Deaf-blind Citizens

• A normal sighted person can use this 

device to send messages to the   

deaf-blind person

• A normal sighted person can use this 

device to send messages to the   

deaf-blind person

iPadiPad
• Communication in particular 

includes language comprehension, 

learning facial expressions, utilizing 

storyboards, communicating basic 

• Communication in particular 

includes language comprehension, 

learning facial expressions, utilizing 

storyboards, communicating basic 

needs, text to speech, Braille, 

learning to speak, and learning sign 

language

needs, text to speech, Braille, 

learning to speak, and learning sign 

language

Speech-to-Text Glasses for 
Deaf-low Vision People

Speech-to-Text Glasses for 
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• Low-vision people read text on their 
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– Any speech format, like TV
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Mobile VideophoneMobile Videophone

• Qik format where deaf, HH, low vision 

people do not have to go home and 

talk on the videophone

Comm nication on the go
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Comm nication on the go• Communication on the go• Communication on the go
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– Americans with Disabilities Acts

– Post-Katrina Emergency
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– Post-Katrina Emergency– Post-Katrina Emergency 

Management Reform Act 
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– Federal Civil Rights laws that  

mandate integration and equal 

opportunity for people with 

– Federal Civil Rights laws that  

mandate integration and equal 

opportunity for people with 

disabilities in general population 

shelters

disabilities in general population 

shelters

Five Essential Best 
Practice Guidelines
Five Essential Best 
Practice Guidelines

2. Training 

– Public Information Officers and 

elected officials should be trained 

2. Training 

– Public Information Officers and 

elected officials should be trained 

on “accessible” 

• Complexity of information, 

alternated forms (deaf, HH, and 

deaf-blind)

on “accessible” 

• Complexity of information, 

alternated forms (deaf, HH, and 

deaf-blind)

Five Essential Best 
Practice Guidelines
Five Essential Best 
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3. Collaboration with local and state 

organizations

4. Communication before, during, and 

3. Collaboration with local and state 

organizations

4. Communication before, during, and g

after an emergency

5. Updating and monitoring shelter 

plans 

g

after an emergency

5. Updating and monitoring shelter 

plans 
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Evon Black
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Services for Deaf Services
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Services for Deaf Services

Alabama Department of    

Rehabilitation Services

Evon.Black@rehab.alabama.gov

Alabama Department of    

Rehabilitation Services
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