
 



 

 

needed to enforce the state health order. While the unprecedented nature of this 

pandemic and the government’s evolving response seem to demand some restraint  

related to criminal enforcement of this order,  if  a violator has been made aware 

of the state health order and the refusal to comply presents a threat to public 

health and safety, the penalties of Section 22 -2-14 are available as an 

enforcement tool.  

 

NOTE: Following the issuance of the March 20 t h  amended state health 

order, the Attorney General’s Office received questions related to enforcement of 

the order’s provision on “elective” medical procedures . Section 7 of the March 

27 t h  order provides greater detail for healthcare providers and the general public 

on procedures that  must be halted during the state  of emergency. Be advised that 

this order applies to all healthcare facilities and providers,  without exception .  

The order does not offer a total exemption for any specific type of provider or 

clinic,  but instead provides exemptions from mandatory postponemen t only for 

two dist inct classes of procedures:  a) those necessary to treat an “emergency 

medical condition”; and b) those necessary to avoid serious harm from an 

underlying condition or disease, or are necessary as part of a patient’s ongoing 

and active treatment.  Violations of this order are enforceable under  Section 22-2-

14. 

 

 

https://governor.alabama.gov/assets/2020/03/Amended-Statewide-Social-Distancing-SHO-Order-3.27.2020-FINAL.pdf
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