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545-X-2-.09ER Emergency License.

(1) Preamble. On March 13, 2020, the Governor of the State of Alabama declared the
existence of a state public health emergency based on the appearance of the 2019 novel
coronavirus known as COVID-19. On March 18, 2020, the Governor proclaimed the
existence of conditions that warrant the implementation of extraordinary measures and
relief during the existing state health emergency to guard public health and protect human
life. The Governor has continued to extend the state public health emergency and on
November 8, 2020, she extended the state of emergency through March 8, 2021. The
Medical Licensure Commission hereby finds that the state public health emergency
caused by SARS-CoV-2 has not abated, that the number of persons suffering from and
affected by SARS-CoV-2 has been rapidly rising, and that the rapid increase in patients
requiring hospital-based care has strained the state’s healthcare system. The Medical
Licensure Commission of Alabama hereby finds that the need for qualified physicians to
provide medical services in Alabama warrants the emergency adoption of this rule to
provide for the issuance of an emergency license to physicians licensed in other states
who may assist with this health emergency. The intent of this rule is to provide for the
expedited issuance of medical licenses to qualified physicians who desire to provide
health care to citizens of Alabama suffering from and affected by the 2019 novel
coronavirus known as COVID-19. The Medical Licensure Commission hereby finds that
physicians who obtain an emergency certificate of qualification by endorsement from the
State Board of Medical Examiners are eligible for an emergency medical license.

(2) Upon the receipt of an emergency certificate of qualification and all applicable forms
from the State Board of Medical Examiners, the Executive Secretary of the Medical
Licensure Commission, or his or her designee, shall issue an expedited emergency

license to the applying physician.

(3) An emergency license issued under this rule shall expire one hundred eighty (180)
days after the effective date of this rule, when the Governor of Alabama proclaims the



termination of the state’s public health emergency, or when the current state of
emergency expires, whichever is sooner. An emergency license shall not be renewed.

(4) Applicants for an emergency license shall not be required to pay a fee.

(5) A physician who is issued an emergency license under this rule shall be restricted to
providing medical care to inpatients at the general acute care hospital, critical access
hospital, or specialized hospital identified in his or her application or as may be

designated to the Board of Medical Examiners from time to time.

Author: Dr. Jorge Alsip, Medical Licensure Commission of Alabama
Statutory Authority: Code of Alabama 1975, ' 34-24-311, § 34-24-333, § 34-24-334.

History: Filed December 14, 2020.
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On March 13, 2020, the Governor of the State of Alabama declared the existence of a
state public heaith emergency based on the appearance of the 2019 novel coronavirus known
as COVID-19. On March 18, 2020, the Governor proclaimed the existence of conditions that
warrant the implementation of extraordinary measures and relief during the existing state health
emergency to guard public health and protect human life. The Governor has continued to
extend the state public health emergency and on November 8, 2020, she extended the state of
emergency through March 8, 2021. The Medical Licensure Commission hereby finds that the
state public health emergency caused by SARS-CoV-2 has not abated, that the number of
persons suffering from and affected by SARS-CoV-2 has been rapidly rising, and that the rapid
increase in patients requiring hospital-based care has strained the state’'s healthcare system.
The Medical Licensure Commission of Alabama hereby finds that the need for qualified
physicians to provide medical services in Alabama warrants the emergency adoption of this rule
to provide for the issuance of an emergency license to physicians licensed in other states who
may assist with this health emergency. The intent of this rule is to provide for the expedited
issuance of medical licenses to qualified physicians who desire to provide in-patient health care
to citizens of Alabama suffering from and affected by the 2019 novel coronavirus known as
COVID-18. The Medical Licensure Commission hereby finds that physicians who obtain an
emergency certificate of qualification by endorsement from the State Board of Medical
Examiners are eligible for an emergency medical license. The Commission has determined that
the recent surge in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations has strained the in-patient resources
of hospitals in this state, and that such emergency presents an immediate danger to the public

health, safety, or welfare and requires the adoption of this rule upon less than 35 days notice.




