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Abstract

The elderly population in America is expected to more than double
over the next half century. Consequently, the corresponding growth of the
culturally Deaf' elderly population becomes important to examine. Because
this population is a subgroup of both the hearing elderly and culturally Deaf
populations, the expectation is that mental heath professionals working with
Deaf elderly clients will have specific concerns and will behave in ways that
are specific to this population. Little is known, however, about the issues that
challenge mental health professionals working with elderly Deaf clients. At
present, mental health professions across all fields are unprepared to provide
competent and quality services to the growing numbers of elderly Deaf
clients.

This review attempts to shed some light on this unique population,
while at the same time, point out the cultural differences critical to providing
best quality of services from mental health professionals. The need for more
current and applicable research is also explored, with emphasis on the elderly
Deaf as an underserved and under-researched population.

One of the fastest growing populations in the United States today
is that of people over the age of 65. The term elderly is most often
defined as describing those people ages 65 and older (National Institute
on Aging, 2002). According to the 2000 census, about 38 million
elderly people live in the United States (U.S. Bureau of the Census,
2002). Current estimates suggest that, by the year 2020, over 53 million
people living in the United States will be classified as elderly and by
2030, 20% of U.S. citizens will be over 65 years old (U.S. Bureau of the
Census, 2002).

! “The use of Deaf for culturally Deaf and deaf for audiologically deaf is now
standard in the field of deafness” (Glickman, 2003). “The capitalization of the
word ‘Deaf’ is often used to denote an identification of an individual with the
Deaf community. This implies a linguistic and cultural understanding, and
comfort in being identified as Deaf” (Paul, 1993). “The use of the term Deaf in
this context carries no stigma of impairment and allows for sociocultural
discussion” (Reagan, 1990).
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