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• Label all foods the operation sells

• Sale of food may not exceed annual 

gross income of $20,000g

• Cottage Food Operation may not sell 

food over the Internet

g

• Cottage Food Operation may not sell 

food over the Internet

Acceptable Food Safety Courses

• A food handler course offered by 

nationally accredited programs, such 

Acceptable Food Safety Courses

• A food handler course offered by 

nationally accredited programs, such 

Cottage Food 
Operator’s Responsibility 

Cottage Food 
Operator’s Responsibility 

as ServSafe, National Registry, etc.

• Food Safety courses offered by the 

Alabama Cooperative Extension 

Service developed specifically for 

cottage food operations

as ServSafe, National Registry, etc.

• Food Safety courses offered by the 

Alabama Cooperative Extension 

Service developed specifically for 

cottage food operations

Label Requirements

• Name and address of the cottage 

food production operation

Label Requirements

• Name and address of the cottage 

food production operation

Cottage Food 
Operator’s Responsibility 

Cottage Food 
Operator’s Responsibility 

p p

• A statement that the food is not 

inspected by the health department

p p

• A statement that the food is not 

inspected by the health department



8/7/2014

3

Health Department’s 
Responsibility

Health Department’s 
Responsibility
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Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions
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(3 year renewal) sufficient, or must 
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Manager’s” Course (5 year renewal)?
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how big this group will become?

operators when the registration is 

due for renewal? 
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Department to inform a cottage 

food operator when their 

– Answer: It will not be the 

responsibility of the Health 

Department to inform a cottage 

food operator when their 

Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions

registration is due for renewal 
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• Under the definition of “Baked Good” 

it specifies “items that are prepared 

by baking the item in an oven”. What 

about “Fried fruit pies”?
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oven, jams, jellies, dried herbs, 

and candy

– Answer: The cottage food law 

makes no provisions for fried 

foods; only items baked in an 

oven, jams, jellies, dried herbs, 

and candy

Contact InformationContact Information

Phyllis Fenn, BS
Standardization Officer

Alabama Department of Public Health

Phyllis Fenn, BS
Standardization Officer

Alabama Department of Public Health

Phyllis.Fenn@adph.state.al.usPhyllis.Fenn@adph.state.al.us


