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Health Equity and 
Public Health



What is Equity?

Equity promotes the fair treatment, 
equal access, equal opportunity, 
and advancement for all people.



Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation



What is Health Equity?

Health equity occurs when 
everyone has the opportunity 
to achieve their best health.





The Role of Public Health

• Advocacy
• Clinical Services
• Collaboration
• Communication
• Data Collection
• Education

• Policy-Creation
• Research
• Resource Provision
• Solution Generation
• Strategy



The Historical Context and it’s 
Impact



Neighborhoods

• Redlining: the practice of denying people 
access to credit because of where they live, 
even if they are personally qualified for loans.

• 1968 Fair Housing Act outlawed racially 
motivated redlining and charged federal 
financial regulators with enforcement

www.federalreservehistory.org



Health Factors

www.apha.org



Health Equity Language



Health Equity Language
• Cultural Humility - having a humble and 

respectful attitude toward people of other 
cultures, rooted in self-reflection and a life-
long commitment to learning

• Health Care Disparity – differences between 
groups in health insurance coverage, access 
to and use of care, and quality of care

• Health Disparity – a higher burden of illness, 
injury, disability, or mortality experienced by 
one group relative to one another.



Health Equity Language

• Health-Related Social Needs – an 
individual's unmet, adverse social conditions 
that contribute to poor health and are a 
result of underlying social determinants of 
health

• Social Determinants of Health –
community-based factors influencing health: 
economic stability, food access, education 
access and quality, health care access and 
quality, neighborhood and physical 
environment, social and community context.



Focus on Health Equity
Throughout 
Health Care System



American Hospital Association

Source: American Hospital Association #123 
for Equity Pledge



Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services



The Joint Commission

Sentinel Event Alerts
are used to alert 
organizations to 
patient risk and 
recommendations to 
mitigate the risk to 
patient safety.
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The Joint Commission



Social Determinants of Health



Social Determinants of Health

• Non-medical factors that influence health 
outcomes. 

• They are the conditions in which people are born, 
grow, work, live, and age, and the wider set of 
forces and systems shaping the conditions of daily 
life.

• These forces and systems include economic policies 
and systems, development agendas, social norms, 
social policies and political systems

World Health Organization 





The Financial Impact 





Alabama Health Statistics

• In 2019, a higher percentage of AL’s population was uninsured than the 
U.S. (17.5 percent compared to 13.6 percent).

• Alabamians between 18-24 years old have the highest percentage of the 
uninsured population at 24.3 percent.

• Alabama’s stroke mortality rate was 64.0 deaths per 100,000 persons in 
2019.

• According to BRFSS data, hypertension diagnosis is higher in populations 
with low income and low education attainment.

• Although AL's overall cancer mortality rate has declined for the past few 
years, Alabamians have higher overall cancer mortality rates than the 
U.S.

www.alabamapublichealth.gov



Questions??????



Thank You….

Dr. Amber Clark-Brown, MD
Amber.clarkbrown@adph.state.al.us

Tiffany Chaney, FACHE
Tiffanycchaney@gmail.com
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