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• Peaked in 2006

– PTB < 37 wk 12.8 %

– PTB < 34 wk 3.7 %

– PTB 34 - 36 wk 9.2 %
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All states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico pledged to 

reduce the preterm birth rate by 8% by 2014.
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2014.
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Racial Disparity in ContributorsRacial Disparity in Contributors
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Multiple Rate (per 1,000 births) and 
PTB Rate in Multiples: Alabama
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to the high perinatal mortality rate

• There are significant racial and 
geographic disparities

• We have made progress in reducing early 
elective deliveries

• We have tremendous opportunities 
for improvement
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