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- School commodity programs

Sustainability & Hunger

- Green Revolution
GMOs, fertilizers, pesticides, irrigation

- Corn to ethanol supports

Environmental activists “… have never experienced
the physical sensation of hunger. They do their 
lobbying from comfortable office suites in
Washington or Brussels. If they lived just one 
month amid the misery of the developing world,
as I have for 50 years, they'd be crying out for
tractors and fertilizer and irrigation canals and
be outraged that fashionable elitists back home
were trying to deny them these things.”

Tierney, NY Times  “Greens & Hunger”
May 19, 2008

- Norman Borlaug

International Diabetes Federation

Projected World Increases in Diabetes (2003-2025)



Country Populations

Chile   16,000,000
Canada   30,000,000
Spain   44,000,000
South Africa  47,000,000
Mexico 107,000,000
Japan 128,000,000

United States 300,000,000
Nigeria 132,000,000

      Total  804,000,000

World Total Hungry and Undernourished    862,000,000 http://www.wfp.org/country_brief/hunger_map/map/hungermap_popup/map_popup.html
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Gallons of Irrigated Water to Produce 1 kg of…
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Water Depletion is Underway

Ogallala Aquifer
In 8 states

Major ag. resource

Unusable in 20 years

Consuming the World’s Grain

Milstein & Lang, 2008
The Atlas of Food

•  40% of UK wheat feeds livestock

•  73% of Canadian grain feeds livestock

•  66% of deforestation in Central & South
       America creates livestock pasture

Food & Environment World Council
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Economic Change in
Food Systems

Taxes on Sugar Sweetened Beverages



Proposal
•  Penny per ounce

•  Any beverage with added sugar

Would it Work?
•  Elasticity    -.8 to 1.0
 
•  $14.5 billion in revenue per year

Objections

•  Unfair to pick on beverages

•  Nanny state

•  Regressive tax

•  Will not solve obesity problem

- robust science
- liquid calories
- heavy marketing

Can Anything Else Come Close?

•  Immediate impact

•  Significant impact

•  No cost

•  Generates revenue


