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Total 
Number

Rate Rates of 
White

Rates of 
Black

Jefferson 8,626 13.1 12.2 14.1

Madison 4,106 11.8 11.2 13.4

Mobile 5,576 13.5 11.7 15.1

Montgomery 3,165 14.0 12.1 15.2
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Births to Teenagers 
As a percent of all births in 2013 (Alabama)

Births to Teenagers 
As a percent of all births in 2013 (Alabama)

Total Number Total Percent White (%) Black (%)

Jefferson 678/8,626 7.9% 214 (4.9%) 464 (10.9%)

Madison 280 6.8% 146 (5.4%) 134 (9.5%)

Mobile 572 10.3% 258 (8.3%) 314 (12.6%)

Montgomery 309 9.8% 50 (4.6%) 259 (12.5%)

Fetal Deaths in 2013 in AlabamaFetal Deaths in 2013 in Alabama

Total Number White Black

Jefferson 95 23 72

Madison 37 13 24

Mobile 37 12 25

Montgomery 31 3 28

Infant Death and IM Rates in 2013 
in Alabama (8.6%)

Infant Death and IM Rates in 2013 
in Alabama (8.6%)

Total Number White Black

Jefferson 109 (12.6%) 37 (8.5%) 72 (16.9%)

Madison 37 (9.0%) 20 (7.4%) 17 (12.1%)

Mobile 54 (9.7%) 22 (7.1%) 32 (12.9%)

Montgomery 24 (7.6%) 4 (3.7%) 20 (9.6%)

 

 

 Infant Mortality and 

 the Birthing Project 

 

 
B i r t h i ng  P ro j e c t  U S A  

.  
Our national, community-based, organization serves mothers and babies who need health 

care and social support to improve their chances of having good birth outcomes. We 

began in 1988 in Sacramento, CA with 9 women and 1 man. Since then, we have been 

replicated in over 90 cities and  in four countries. We have welcomed more than 10,000 

babies into the world. 

 

Through our four program models we have welcomed over 13,000 babies 

1. Sisterfriend 

2. Saturday Morning Beauty Salon 

3. Barbershop 

4. Academy of Dreams  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Our Five Point Approach to Combating Infant Mortality 

1. Equate: Inequities must be pointed out  

2. Engage: Those most at risk must be given a voice and made part of their solution 

3. Educate: Knowledge is the key step in any change 

4. Expect: Foster a sense of entitlement around good health 

5. Endure: Every great movement has started with one person demanding change  

 

W W W . B I R T H I N G P R O J E C T U S A . O R G  4612 S Carrollton Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70119       Tel  504.482.6388        

Infant Mortality 

 

•Last year in the US nearly 4,000,000 

infants were born.  

 

•Over 241,000 of these infants were 

born weighing under 5.8 lbs  
–Highest rates seen in African-

Americans, and Puerto Ricans 

 

•57,000 of these infants were born 

weighing under 3.0 lbs  
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Last year nearly 30,000 infants died 

before their first birthday 

–Highest rates seen in African 

Americans, American Indian/Alaska 

Natives, Native Hawaiians and Puerto 

Ricans 

 

•Last year nearly 19,000 of these 

infants died before they turned one 

month of age 

–Highest rates by a factor of 2 were 

seen in African Americans 

 

•Last year 250 women died from 

childbirth complications 
–Highest rates seen in African 

American women 

 

•Black infants are more than twice as 

likely as white infants to die within 

their first year of life 
 
 

 

 

“We grow healthier 
babies by providing 
care and support to 
their mothers during 
and after pregnancy!!” 
 

 

 
Joia Crear-Perry, MD 

Executive Director 

“The Birthing Project, which has grown into an 

international movement of mostly grassroots women 

making a place for themselves in the system of care for 

pregnant and parenting mothers, is proudly referred to as 

“the underground railroad for new life”. We need each 

other...the mirror, the support, the encouragement...the 

prayers, the dance, the jubilation…the messenger that has 

our best interests at heart, the lap to rest our head, the arms 

to hold our baby while we take a break…the warrior to 

stand up for us, sit down with us, be a bridge for crossing.” 
– Mama Katt, 

Founder Birthing Project USA 
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