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INTRODUCTIONS:
Dr. Rodney Tucker, Chair, welcomed members and guests; Dr. Eric Wallace from the
University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) and Michael Smith, Director of the Office of

Telehealth within ADPH. Dr. Lyle Walton, who serves as Dr. Tucker's new proxy, introduced

himself to the Council.



CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 9, 2018:

The Council recommended approval of the Minutes of February 9, 2018, as distributed; the
motion carried unanimously.

OPIOID PRESCRIBING AND REGULATION UPDATES:

Dr. Greg Ayers provided an update on the opioid epidemic, noting that Alabama remains the
highest prescribing state in the country in 2017 and is still in the midst of the "opioid crisis.” He
also stated that the Alabama Board of Medical Examiners is continuing to work on approaches to
reduce prescription writing in the state.

TELEHEALTH INITIATIVES IN ALABAMA (EXHIBITS "A" and "B""):

Mr. Michael Smith gave a presentation regarding telehealth efforts of ADPH. He explained
that there are currently several telehealth services and they are in the process of developing new
services. He emphasized that the technology had been in existence for several years.

Dr. Eric Wallace gave a presentation regarding telehealth efforts and eMedicine visits at
UAB. A video of an actual eMedicine visit with a patient was shown to the Council. Dr. Wallace
discussed the ability to provide clinical services through the use of technology.

MEMBER DISCUSSION:

Mr. Dennis Blair explained to the Council that a member was needed to serve on the
Pediatric Palliative and End of Life Care Form Temporary Task Force derived from the Alex
Hoover Act. Dr. Tucker made a motion and it was seconded to nominate
Ms. Jimel Gibbs; the motion carried unanimously.

NEXT MEETING DATE:

The next meeting of the Council was scheduled for Friday, August 10, 2018. A subsequent

meeting was scheduled for November 16, 2018.



Rodney O. Tucker, M.D., M.M.M., Chair
State Advisory Council on Palliative Care and Quality of Life

Mary G. Mcintyre, M.D., M.P.H., Chief Medical Officer
Acting Medical Consultant

Bureau of Health Provider Standards

Alabama Department of Public Health

Approved August 10, 2018
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