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Steven McDaniel

Program Director, IAQ Lead

 The Indoor Air Quality/Lead Branch provides 
information on issues related to indoor air 
quality, lead-based paint, and other lead 
hazards. 

 The primary focus of the lead hazard 
program is to enforce the state regulations 
promulgated under the Alabama Lead 
Reduction Act of 1997.
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 These rules require individuals and firms that 
are engaged in lead identification and risk 
assessment, planning, and design of lead 
abatement projects, and lead-based paint 
removal of pre-1978 housing and child-
occupied facilities to be trained and certified 
to perform according to established safe work 
practice standards.
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Northern: 
Michael Cassidy
(256) 533-8730
michael.cassidy@adph.state.al.us

Montgomery: 
Lynette Smith
(334) 206-5756
lynette.smith@adph.state.al.us 

Southeastern: 
Brandon Williams
(334) 566-2860
Brandon.Williams@adph.state.al.us

Lead Program Director: 
Steven McDaniel
(334) 206-5752
steven.mcdaniel@adph.state.al.us 

Southwestern: 
Daniel Wysmulek
(334) 295-4205
Daniel.Wysmulek@adph.state.al.us

What is Lead
Where is Lead Found?
 Identify environmental sources of lead

Why are we so concerned about Lead?
How can you be exposed to Lead?
 There is no completely safe ”Do-itYourself” 

method to remove lead-based paint.
 Lead Poisoning is preventable
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•Chemical element 
•Pb:  Latin “Plumbum” 
•Plumber, Plumb bob
•Heavy, soft (malleable) 
metal

Lead is a naturally 
occurring metal found in 
the earth’s crust.  
Lead can be found many 
places, much because of 
human activity through 
burning fossil fuels, 
mining, and 
manufacturing.

Lead can be 
found in all 
parts of our 
environment –
the air, the soil, 
the water, and 
even inside our 
homes.

After what you 
just heard, can 
you name some 
materials in and 
around a house 
that might contain 
lead?
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 Actions which can be taken to prevent children’s 
exposure to lead:
 RENOVATION:  Hire a Certified Lead Firm to perform 

all renovations with home containing lead based 
paint.

 Maintain painted surfaces in good repair, using lead 
safe practices.

 Homeowner / Tennant:  Mop floors and use damp 
wipes around windows and doors at least twice a 
week to remove lead dust from surfaces

 Wash hands before naps, after play, and before eating
 Clean toys and wash pacifiers in warm soapy water 

regularly
 Place furniture in front of windows to discourage 

chewing or mouthing of windowsills
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AD for ALABAMA CONFERENCE 
of SOCIAL WORK 2019
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 Ingestion
 Hand-to-mouth activity
 Attraction to sweet taste of lead paint chips

 Inhalation
 Breathing lead contaminated air or dust

 Exposure via placenta
 Intrauterine exposure due to 
mother’s past or present exposure

Highly toxic poison
 Accumulates in body 

tissues
Harms many body systems
 blood
 nerves, brain
 Reproductive
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 Lead poisoning can only be confirmed 
through direct blood testing, preferably from 
a venous blood lead level

 Based on current CDC recommendations, the 
upper reference value for action is defined 
as having a blood lead level >5 µg/dL

There is no safe level of 
lead identified in humans

 Lead-based paint
 1978: Lead-based paint for houses banned
 2016: 38 million housing units in U.S. have lead-

based paint and dust
 20% of these are home to one or more young children

 Lead-based paint deteriorates over time due 
to:
 Moisture
 Normal wear and tear
 Disturbance during renovation

 Flakes or chips from lead-based paint 
deteriorate into dust that cannot be seen 
with normal vision

 Lead-based paint does not pose a problem if:
 It is intact, encapsulated, enclosed, or 

completely covered with non lead-based paint
 It is well maintained and the surfaces are kept 

clean
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• Test the paint

• Replace the painted item

• Cover over lead-based paint

• If it’s necessary to strip lead-based 
paint, remove the items from the home
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www.alabamapublichealth.gov/lead


