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ANIMAL DEFENSE 
SPRAY TRAINING

ANIMAL DEFENSE SPRAY 
TRAINING OBJECTIVES

At the end of this session employees will be able to demonstrate, outline, 
and explain the following:

 Animal Defense Spray (ADS) Purpose, Ingredients and Effects 

 First Aid Measures for ADS

 Use of  Decontamination Kit (Decon Kit)

 Requirements to Carry ADS, Considerations Prior to Using ADS, 
Deployment, and Reporting Requirements

 Proper Storage, Distribution, Expiration, and Transportation

 Policy Review

 Contact Information

ANIMAL DEFENSE SPRAY 
TRAINING PURPOSE

 Purpose: Based on concerns for employee safety, the Department is 
providing training to employees for the proper use of ADS to protect 
from attacks from animals such as dogs, hogs, and other animals that 
roam unrestrained and may become aggressive with employees.

 Ingredients: Oleoresin Capsicum, also known as “OC” 
or “Pepper Spray”

 An inflammatory agent derived from organic compounds found in 
various forms of potent pepper plants.

 Designed to affect an inflammatory reaction such as dilating 
capillaries.

 Pungent odor, concentration of capsaicin, naturally found in 
cayenne peppers
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CANISTER

ADS / 1.5 oz – Stream Delivery

 Compact, easy-to-carry aerosol can

 Comes with a quick-aim safety cap and an integrated 
belt clip for easy access

 Medically safe pepper spray that leaves no lasting 
aftereffects

 Easy to carry and easy to reach when it is needed

Position fingers below nozzle!!!

WHAT DOES IT AFFECT?

3 MAIN AREAS

 Eyes

Respiratory

 Skin

EFFECTS OF ADS ON ANIMALS

General signs in affected animals are: 

 Burning in the Throat

 Wheezing

 Dry Cough

 Shortness of Breath

 Gagging & Gasping

 Inability to Vocalize
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PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS

DisorientationDisorientation

AnxietyAnxiety

PanicPanic

Note: These effects can be greatly reduced if 
the animal has been exposed to ADS previously. 
Note: These effects can be greatly reduced if 
the animal has been exposed to ADS previously. 

FIRST AID MEASURES

IF ON SKIN (or hair): Wash with soap and water. Take off 
any contaminated clothing and launder before reuse. Wash

IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. 
Remove contact lenses if present and easy to do. 
Continue rinsing for at least 10 minutes or until satisfied.

Rinse

IF INHALED: Move to fresh air. Administer oxygen if 
breathing is difficult. If breathing has stopped give 
artificial respiration and seek medical attention 
immediately. 

Move

IF INGESTED (or swallowed): Do not induce vomiting 
unless instructed to do so by a medical professional. 
Never give anything by mouth to an unconscious 
person. 

Do not 
induce

ADS DECON KIT

Sabre Decon Cleanse & Soothe

 1 four (4) ounce bottle each of Cleanse & Soothe

 Cleanse is Step 1 and Soothe is Step 2

 Reduce decontamination time & limits 
reactivation/OC hangover

 Decon Kit must be used properly (follow 
manufacturer's instruction)

 Sabre Decon process takes time to complete

 2-year shelf life
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ADS DECON KIT

 Step 1 Cleanse: Help prevent the "OC Hangover“ by removing 
dead skin cells

 First step, complete a thorough rinse of the face for about 30 seconds 
with water

 Next, squeeze a 2-inch diameter of Sabre cleanse in your hands and 
rub over face for approximately 30 seconds 
(DO NOT RUB DIRECTLY OVER EYES!)

 Rinse face again for about 15-30 seconds with your eyes closed 
(repeat 5 times)

 The cleanse allows the soap to get into your pores by removing dead 
skin cells

 OC hangover effects can start back once you begin to perspire or take 
a hot shower

ADS DECON KIT

 Step 2 Soothes: Reduces Redness, Swelling & Pain 

 Decon both eyes (1 eye at a time) for 5 minutes each

 Thoroughly flush out each eye by running water from the bridge 
of the nose to the outside of the face

 Dry your hands and pat dry your face with a towel or paper 
towels

 Apply about 1 diameter of Sabre Soothe to your hands and pat 
all over your facial area

 Do not rinse the Sabre Soothe off your face; let it air dry

 Once the Sabre Soothe dries, and the pain returns after 2 to 5 
minutes, repeat the process if necessary

 Never rub your eyes during the entire process

REQUIREMENTS TO CARRY ADS

OC Training

 Employees working in the field

 Employees may request authorization to carry ADS while on duty

 Must complete all required training and receive authorization 
from the Department 

 Only use Department issued ADS as a defense measure 
while on duty

 Employee’s immediate supervisor shall ensure that all 
requirements are met by the employee before issuing ADS
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PRIOR TO USE OF ADS

Prior To Using OC Spray

 Attempt to remove yourself from imminent threat or 
danger zone

 Announce for the threat to stop with verbal commands if 
possible

 Consider the potential effects on bystanders and yourself

ADS USE OF FORCE

When To Use OC Spray

 Only use for self defense

 Employee may use when you reasonably believe that it is 
necessary to protect yourself from an imminent threat 
from an animal

 Once the threat is incapacitated ADS is no longer justified

DEPLOYMENT 
CONSIDERATIONS

Aim ADS at 
the facial area

Minimum 
distance of at 
least 4 feet

Move after 
applying

Splash back 
(ex. windy 
conditions, 

objects, etc.)

Environment 
contamination
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INAPPROPRIATE USE OF ADS

 ADS shall never be used as punishment, discipline, 
retaliation or treatment

 Any employee who observes another employee 
using ADS inappropriately shall report the incident 
to their immediate supervisor at the time of the 
misuse or reasonably thereafter. 

 If a person is injured, immediately call 9-1-1

 Employees who violate this policy may be subject 
to disciplinary action or criminal prosecution

REPORTING USE OF ADS

Recommended topics to include in your report:

 Contact information of any witnesses to the incident

 Verbal dialogue before, during, and after use of ADS

 Description of the animal at issue

 Animal’s response (or lack of) to commands prior to use of 
ADS

 Describe the encounter and how protocol was followed; 
including but not limited to, details of your attempts to avoid 
use of ADS, techniques used and the results

USE OF ADS POLICY REVIEW

Employee must be 
authorized to carry 
ADS and must 
complete required 
training

ADS used for self 
defense strictly against 
animals & the use must 
be reasonably 
proportionate to the 
need

Whenever possible 
discharge upwind in 
low wind conditions 
and avoid entering 
sprayed area  

Maintain a safe 
distance (at least 4 to 6 
feet). Use single spray 
bursts (between 1 & 3 
seconds) 

Complete an ARIA  on 
the day of the incident

Employee must give an 
Incident Notice to the 
property owner on the 
day of the incident but 
no later than by the end 
of the next workday 
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DISTRIBUTION

When removing ADS and Decon Kit from storage 
site :
When removing ADS and Decon Kit from storage 
site :

Employee must sign out items on an inventory 
sheet for a specified time period
Employee must sign out items on an inventory 
sheet for a specified time period

Sign in the items when placed back into storage 
at the end of the specified time period
Sign in the items when placed back into storage 
at the end of the specified time period

If ADS and Decon Kit is needed longer than the 
specified time period, the employee shall repeat 
the sign out/in procedures for additional time

If ADS and Decon Kit is needed longer than the 
specified time period, the employee shall repeat 
the sign out/in procedures for additional time

PROPER STORAGE

Follow

Halt II 
Manufacture 
label on storage

Keep 

In a locked 
container

Keep

In a cool place 
not to exceed 
120 degrees F 
(48 degrees C) 
in temperature

TRANSPORTATION

 Employees are responsible for following the manufacturer’s instructions for 
care and storage

 ADS may be transported inside the passenger compartment of a vehicle, on the 
person, or in a pack with the following transport conditions:

a. Sealed in a plastic container to be provided by the Department

b. Employees carrying ADS within a plastic container shall make every effort to 
place the ADS in such a way to prevent unintentional discharge

c. A safety lock or device in place that protects the trigger mechanism from
accidental discharge

d. Stored away from direct sunlight or exposure to temperatures exceeding 
120 degrees F (48 degrees C) 

e. Do not store in vehicle because extreme hot or cold temperatures can damage 
or weaken the canister's pressure resulting in the canister not working properly 
or causing an accidental discharge
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EXPIRATION

Typically 
expires 3-4 
years after 
purchase of 

ADS

All defense 
sprays and 

cartridges shall 
be replaced 
annually to 

ensure the most 
potent spray 

possible

If cartridges are 
not date 

stamped, the 
date of 

purchase should 
be written on 
the can with 
indelible ink

Decon Kits 
should also be 
replaced before 
expiration dates

QUESTIONS?

Contact Information

Willie J. Mason, Jr., MBA, APOST

Emergency Management Program Coordinator

Alabama Dept. of Public Health (East Central District)

3060 Mobile Hwy.

Montgomery, AL 36108

(334) 782-9450

willie.mason@adph.state.al.us

If you have any questions, or if I can assist in anyway, 
please let me know!
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