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Food Imports from 1990 to 2009

(thousand metric tons — source USDA)

Vegetables Fruitsand nuts



A 2011 study commissioned by
FBNA found that
North Alabama spends gt

$2.2 |
Billion |

on non-local foods each year
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ECONOMICS

More than half of North
Alabama’s mid-size farms were
operating at a loss in 2011,
while 92% of our food dollars
were spent on food from
outside the region.

Keeping food dollars local
means supporting our
neighbors and local economy.




QUALITY

Produce grown for local markets
is bred for taste, not durability,
and will therefore be fresher and
tastier than imported foods.

Buying local ensures nutritious
and delicious produce picked &
delivered at peak quality.




ACCESS

Farm to School helps every
student have access to fresh, e
locally grown fruits and Batee st

B R i M 4.-_\ B i
-—'-r-m.f-h:.th.x."in;_ﬂa.l._;.

vegetables.

This access empowers children
and their families to make Saana
informed food choices while Bnaas
strengthening our local

economy.




What services do we
provide?

« Food Safety Training and
Guidance for Farmers

« Order Solicitation

« Delivery Logistics

 Invoicing and Accounts
Receivable

« Marketing Materials

« Farm Tours / Farmer Visits

« Farm to School Events




Collaborative

Local Produce by Season

Year-Round: Variety of Sweet Potatoes, Hydroponic Lettuces, Microgreens

Spring (April-June): Strawberries, Greens (Collards/Kale/Spinach/Bok Choy), Cabbage,
Greenhouse Tomatoes

Summer (June-October): Variety of Tomatoes and Peppers, Squash, Zucchini, Cucumbers,
Corn, Peas, Beans, Eggplant, Blueberries, Blackberries, Watermelon, Peaches

Late Summer/Fall (August-December): Apples, Apple Cider, Butternut/Acorn/Spaghetti
Squash, Pie Pumpkins, Asian Persimmons, Broccoli, Greens (Collards/Kale/Spinach/Bok
Choy), Cabbage, Brussels Sprouts, Beets

Late Fall/Winter (November-January): Satsumas
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ke Wade Whited

5 3rd generation former

Taylor Hatchett

15t gemeration farmer

Clark Haynes

3rd generation former




CULLMAN, AL

THE scOTT FAMILY | HAZEL GREEN AL
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Because of the
Farm Food
Collaborative:

Fresh fruits and
vegetables from
10 different
Alabama farms
have been served
in more than 150
North Alabama
schools!

Local school
districts served
Include:

Athens City
Cullman City
Cullman County
Huntsville City
Limestone County
Madison City
Madison County
Oneonta City



i

* Farm to early care and education offers increased
:x; access to the same three core elements of local food

' sourcing, school gardens and food and agriculture
education to enhance the quality of the educational
experience in all types of ECE settings (e.g.,
preschools, child care centers, family child care

: homes, Head Start/Early Head Start, programs in K -

=3¢ 12 school districts). Farm to ECE offers benefits that

arallel the goals and priorities of the early care and
EORE BELEMENTS BF P g p y

FARM to SCHOOL : w ___;_ educa.tlon. commqnlty mcIudmg .empha5|s on
i .i% experiential learning opportunities, parent and

community engagement and life-long health and
22 wellness for children, families and caregivers.

. *Procurement: Local foods are purchased, promoted
and served in the cafeteria or as a snack or taste-test;

SCHOOL 7 : _ =& *Education: Students participate in education
GARDENS ° gt « activities related to agriculture, food, health or
«« nutrition; and

*School gardens: Students engage in hands-on
learning through gardening.




piGGING IN T0 Alabama Farm
to Early Care & Education

What is Alabama Farm to Early Care & Education?

Alabama Farm to Early Care and Education (ECE) increases access to local

foods and enhances the quality of education in all ECE settings through: .
+ Buying, preparing, and serving local foods in meals & shacks Did you know
« Engaging families in health and wellness that Farm to
« Facilitating hands-on learning and play in food, nutrition, & agriculture ECE can help

Who can participate in Farm to ECE? you meet CACFP
Any and all sites like group child care centers, family child care homes, requirements
Head Start, and child development centers.

and USDA Best

Why participate in Farm to ECE? Practices of buying
Farm t9 ECEis .a natural fit for children ages birth — 5 years and offers and serving locally
extensive benefits for our youngest learners and eaters. Hands on Fru
learning is a cornerstone of Farm to ECE and is perfect for the child grown ruits and
exploring the world through his or her five senses. vegetables?

Farm to ECE can also
Increase children's access to local, nutritious food
Support local farmers and healthy communities
Develop the whole child
Provide professional development opportunities for staff

INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING? CONTACT:

Natalie Bishnoi (256) 656-7643 Carey Martin (256) 947-1003
farmfoodmembership@fbofna.org farmfood@fbofna.org

roooank or — #AABAMAGROWN  Forre/Fecsy

NORTH.ALARAMA Collaborative




We are participating in

Alabama Farm to ECE

with the
Farm Food

Collaborative

......

What is Farm to ECE?

Farm to Early Care and Education (ECE) is an extension of Farm to School that offers
increased access to fresh, locally grown foods, gardening opportunities, and agricultural
education to enhance the quality of the educational experience for children ages 0-5.

Y Follow us on Insta and Twitter ®FoodHubAL

O NATIONAL SPECIAL Q
FOOD BANK OF FarmFeoy L T THANKS TO ’

NORTH ALABAMA

PUBLIX SUPER MARKETS

CHARITIES

Collaborative ALABAMA
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Farm to Early Care
and Education

empowers
childcare providers, §
children, and their
families to make
informed food

choices while
strengthening our
local economy.
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CAREY
MARTIN - LANE

Farm Food Collaborative Co-Manager

MATICNAL

FARM o SCHOOL

NETWORE

FOOD BANK OF
NORTH ALABAMA

2000-B Vernon Avenue
POL Box Bao7
Huntsville, AL 35804

Cell: 256-947-1003
cmartinlane@bolna.org
www.foodbanknorthal.org
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FOOD BANK OF
NORTH ALABAMA

NATALIE PO Box 6y
Huntsville, AL 35804

BISHNOI Cell:56-656.7643

nbishnoi@ftbofna.org
www.foodbanknorthal.org
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NETWORK (Collaborative) AMER

Farm Food Collaborative Co-Manager
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