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How to submit plans to the Baldwin County Health Department. 
This includes new construction, remodeling, or renovation of a building 
for use as a food establishment. 

1. Submit a "Plan Review Application", the appropriate fee, and a full set of plans to our
office. (some plans may require a submital by a architect) The fee is based on the square
footage of the establishment. ($150 if< 2500 square ft. and $200 if> 2500 square ft.)

2. The rules for onsite sewage disposal address high-strength waste from food
establishments differently than residential waste. A licensed professional engineer is
required to design the onsite sewage disposal system for a food establishment. If the
building has an existing system, an engineer will be required to determine the
suitability of the system to treat the waste from the proposed establishment. The
engineer's report must be submitted to the health department with the appropriate fee and
application for approval. The system must receive a final approval from the Baldwin
County Health Department before a food permit will be issued.

3. If the establishment will be supplied by a private water supply you will need to contact
ADEM to see if a Water Supply Permit is required. If not, then a bacteriological water
sample will be required before a permit can be issued. A sample will be required
annually in order to renew the food permit.

4. Submit plans to the local or county building department.

5. Upon approval of the plan review (may take up to 20 days) construction/remodeling may
begin. Preliminary inspections will be required during construction, at which time the
health department will indicate any changes that must be made prior to operation.

6. Before the final inspection can be made one must have made application and paid the fee
for the food permit. Proof of a current ( within 5 years) certified food person must also be
indicated. An appointment for the final inspection must be made at least two days prior to
the inspection. If the establishment meets compliance with the health department, it will
be approved to operate and the food permit is issued.

7. Fees for restaurants and C-stores are based on seating ($50-$250). Retail food stores fees
are based on square footage ($ 100-$200). Permits are renewed annually. The permit
holder will apply for a business license with the appropiate city/county office. The
establishhment representative will need to bring the food permit to the business license
office as proof of being permitted with the Baldwin County Health Departm
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