
7:45 - 8:30 REGISTRATION

8:30 - 8:45 Welcome

8:45 - 9:15 “Recovery Success Story” Bobbi Jo Taylor, BS
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Substance Abuse Programs and the Family Wellness Program

9:15 - 9:45 “Medication Assisted Treatment for 
Opioid Use Disorders”

Dr. Susanne Astrab Fogger, DNP, CRNP, PMHNP-BC, 
CARN-AP, FANNP, Professor
UAB School of Nursing

9:45 - 10:00 Break

10:00 - 11:00 “The Opioid Crisis and the Regional 
Poison Control Center”

Ann Slattery, DrPH, RN, RPh, DABAT, Director
Regional Poison Control Center at Children’s of Alabama

11:00 - 12:00 “An Update on the Opioid Crisis and 
How it Affects You”

Stephen Taylor, MD, MPH, Medical Director
Child/Adolescent and Addiction Psychiatrist

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch on Your Own

1:00 - 1:45 “Opioid Induced Hyperalgesia” Brent Boyett, DMD, DO, Chief Medical Officer 
Pathway Healthcare

1:45 - 2:45 PANEL DISCUSSION
Neonatal Abstinence Panel Discussion

Morissa Ladinsky, MD
UAB Department of Pediatrics 
“Understanding Neonatal Withdrawal Syndrome”

Lorie Harper, MD, MSCI
UAB Maternal/Fetal Medicine
“Pain Control for Labor Delivery and Postpartum for Women
with Opioid Use Disorders”

Brian Brocato, MD
USA Maternal/Fetal Medicine
“Optimizing Prenatal Care for the Opioid Dependent Mother”

2:45 - 3:00 Break

3:00 - 4:00 PANEL DISCUSSION Cynthia Rice, Executive Director
Recovery Organization of Support Specialist 
“We are the People we Serve”

Suzanne Muir, MSW, Associate Director
UAB Department of Psychiatry and Neurobiology 
“Leveraging Partnerships to Make an Impact”

Shereda Finch, MEd, MPA, Executive Director
Council on Substance Abuse, 
National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence
“Preventing Opioid Misuse Among Adolescents”

Funding for this conference was made possible by the Grant or Cooperative Agreement Number NU17CE924865-02, funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
The views expressed in written conference materials or publications and by speakers and moderators do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of 
Health and Human Services, nor does the mention of trade names, commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.
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Agenda
Continuing Education

Sponsor
Approved Credit 

Hours
This course has been approved by ADPH for the following:

Nursing contact hours awarded: 5.25

Pharmacology content hours: 2.25

Social Work contact hours awarded: 5.75

Certificate of Attendance

This course has been approved by Auburn University for a 
maximum of 5.25 hours ACPE credit for Pharmacists and 
Pharmacy Technicians.

Certificate of Attendance

Each law enforcement officer in attendance should submit to 
their home agency for entry into ePOST for CE to be determined 
by APOSTC.

Certificate of Attendance

Approved for 6 hours.

Certificate of Attendance

Approved for 8 hours.

Huntsville Hospital designates this live activity for a maximum 
of 5.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim 
only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation 
in the activity. This activity has been planned and implemented 
in accordance with the accreditation requirements and policies 
of (MASA) through the joint providership of Huntsville Hospital 
and the ADPH. This activity is also approved for 2.0 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credit(s)™ towards the Controlled Substance Certificate 
registrants CME requirement.

This course, or portion thereof, has been approved by the 
Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Commission of Alabama 
for a maximum of 6 hours’ credit including 0.0 hours of 
ethics. 

The Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH) is an approved provider of 
continuing nursing education by the Alabama State Nurses Association, an 
accredited approver of continuing nursing education by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

The Alabama Department of Public Health is an approved provider of continuing 
social work education by the Alabama Board of Social Work Examiners.

Auburn University is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education (ACPE) as a provider of continuing pharmacy education; 
credits are recognized nationwide. 

The Opioid Clinical Conference sponsored by ADPH has been accredited 
for continuing legal education in Alabama on 07/19/2018.

Alabama Peace Officers Standards & Training Commission
(APOSTC)

Board of Dental Examiners of Alabama

Huntsville Hospital is accredited by the Medical Association of the State of Alabama (MASA)
to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 
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Bobbi Jo Beverly
University of Alabama at Birmingham

Bobbi Jo Beverly has been employed as a certified Peer Specialist with UAB Substance Abuse Programs and the Family Wellness Program since March of 2016, 
and has a personal clean date of October 11, 2013. Mrs. Beverly was a participant in the Family Wellness Program, and has gone on to become a vital member of the 
case management team.

Mrs. Beverly holds a Bachelor’s of Science Degree from The University of Central Florida, and is a Certified Recovery Support Specialist through the Alabama 
Department of Mental Health. Mrs. Beverly is an active member of the leadership team at Celebrate Recovery with ONEeighty Church in Springville, Alabama, and 
has also been appointed to the Alabama Governor’s Opioid Overdose and Addiction Council. 

Dr. Susanne Astrab Fogger, DNP, CRNP, PMHNP-BC, CARN-AP, FANNP
Professor University of Alabama at Birmingham, School of Nursing

Dr. Susanne Fogger teaches psychiatric and addictions nursing across the curriculum within the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), School of Nursing. 
She has integrated Veteran centric mental healthcare to prepare students to care for diverse populations. Dr. Fogger’s ongoing clinical experience includes her 
scholarship in care to individuals with HIV, substance use disorders, and mental illness. Within her practice Dr. Fogger supervises graduate students whose practice 
offers a focus on psychosocial issues in patients living with HIV. She has been recognized by the American Association of Nurse Practitioners as a Fellow in 2015, 
and was elected as Treasurer to the Board of Directors of the International Nurses Society on Addictions. In addition, she is on the Editorial Board of the Journal of 
Addictions Nursing. Dr. Fogger is currently the Professor of the UAB School of Nursing.

Ann Slattery DrPH, RN, RPh, DABAT
Alabama Regional Poison Control

Dr. Ann Slattery graduated from Samford University with both Nursing and Pharmacy degrees. She graduated from the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
(UAB) with her MPH and DrPH in Environmental Health/Toxicology. She completed her Fellowship at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry in 1995. Dr. Slattery has worked for 36 years in the Regional Poison Control Center and is currently the Director. She is a certified 
specialist in poison information (CSPI) and a Diplomat of the American Board of Applied Toxicology (DABAT–boarded clinical toxicologist). She serves as an Adjunct 
Professor at the McWhorter School of Pharmacy for 10 years teaching the toxicology elective, as an Editor for Lexicomp since 2007, and an Expert Reviewer for the 
American College of Clinical Pharmacy.

Stephen Taylor, MD, MPH 
Dr. Stephen Taylor is board-certified in general psychiatry, child and adolescent psychiatry, addiction psychiatry, and addiction medicine. In his 24 years of practice 

experience, and as a sought-after speaker, educator, and presenter for audiences all over the country, Dr. Taylor’s life’s work and greatest passion has been to help 
teenagers and adults avoid or overcome the scourge of alcohol, drug abuse, and addiction. Dr. Taylor has served for 11 seasons as the Medical Director for the Player 
Assistance and Anti-Drug Program of the National Basketball Association and the National Basketball Players Association. Dr. Taylor also serves as the Chief Medical 
Officer of the Behavioral Health Division of Pathway Healthcare, where he is an integral part of Pathway’s mission to open and operate outpatient addiction treatment 
offices in Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Florida, as well as three offices in Alabama – one of which is in Birmingham. Dr. Taylor is also a certified 
Medical Review Officer, and is a member of the Board of Directors of the Medical Review Officer Certification Council. He is a Fellow of the American Society of 
Addiction Medicine, and is also a member of the American Psychiatric Association, the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, and the American 
Academy of Addiction Psychiatry. Dr. Taylor has also served on the Board of Directors of All-In Mountain Brook.

An honors graduate of Harvard College, with a Master’s Degree from the Harvard School of Public Health, and a Medical Degree from Howard University College 
of Medicine, Dr. Taylor, and his wife of 30 years, Dr. Angela Taylor, have two children; Nia, age 28, and Jamal, age 25, who, like their mother, are alumni of the 
University of Pennsylvania.

Brent Boyett, DMD, DO
Chief Medical Officer and Founder of Pathway Healthcare, LLC

Dr. Brent Boyett was trained as a general dentist and is board-certified in Family Medicine as a physician. He practiced both dentistry and primary care medicine 
until he discovered his passion in the field of Addiction Medicine in 2008. He became board-certified in Addiction Medicine by the American Board of Preventative 
Medicine and has distinguished himself as a speaker, researcher, and thought leader in the field of Addiction Medicine.

As a researcher, Dr. Boyett has served as principle investigator in several clinical trials, and has also served as a clinical advisor for the pharmaceutical industry, 
aiding in the development of new treatment options for addictive disorders.

He is a public speaker dedicated to the effort of educating the healthcare community and the public-at-large on the disease model of substance use disorders, and 
to help remove the stigma of addiction.

Dr. Boyett is a former president of the Alabama Osteopathic Medical Association and the current president of the Alabama Society of Addiction Medicine 
(ALSAM). In his role as ALSAM president, his top priorities include the effort to fully implement Parity Law, and to bring addiction medicine into the mainstream of 
the healthcare system ultimately improving access to care for patients in need.

In 2017, Dr. Boyett was appointed by Alabama Governor Robert Bentley to serve on the Governor’s Task Force on Opioid Addiction and Abuse. This committee is 
made up of leaders from the state’s criminal justice system, public, and mental health systems and medical profession with the assignment of combating Alabama’s 
opioid abuse crisis.

In 2018, Dr. Boyett was recognized as a Distinguished Fellow by the American Society of Addiction Medicine.

Morissa Ladinsky, MD
University of Alabama at Birmingham, Department of Pediatrics

Dr. Morissa Ladinsky is an Associate Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) in the Division of General Pediatrics and Adolescent 
Medicine. She attended Brown University and Baylor College of Medicine. Dr. Ladinsky completed her pediatric residency at Texas Children’s Hospital, and a 
Fellowship in General Academic Pediatrics at Johns Hopkins Hospital. She has held faculty positions at Sinai Hospital of Baltimore, The Ohio State University/
Nationwide Children’s Hospital, and Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. Dr. Ladinsky is also a “fluid academic” and has had extensive front line experience in general 
pediatric practice working in Houston, Baltimore, and Cincinnati. Her particular passion is providing primary care for youth with complex medical and behavioral 
conditions. More than ever, as a full-time faculty member at UAB and Children’s of Alabama, she is committed to improving health outcomes for children with chronic 
conditions, LGBTQ-identified youth, substance exposed infants, and teaching the next generation of front line providers while addressing health care disparities and 
equal access for all.

When away from work, Dr. Ladinsky adores finding new hiking trails, eateries, and hidden gems in her new state of Alabama, working with local human rights 
advocacy groups, and overseeing her five “mostly grown” young, adult children.

Lorie Harper, M.D.
Associate Professor, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Maternal/Fetal Medicine

Dr. Lorie Harper currently serves as an Associate Professor at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, and works in the Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, Division of Maternal-Fetal Medicine. Her focus of research has been to optimize pregnancy outcomes in medically complicated pregnancies. The specific 
focuses are relating to complicated pregnancies caused by substance use disorders, obesity, diabetes, and hypertension.

Brian Brocato, DO
University of South Alabama, Maternal-Fetal Specialists

Dr. Brian Brocato is serving as an Assistant Professor at the University of South Alabama. He serves in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Division of 
Maternal-Fetal Medicine. Dr. Brocato is a member of the Advisory Council, the Alabama Section, and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologist. He is a 
Vice Chair for the Women’s Quality Services Committee, Children’s and Women’s Hospital, University of South Alabama.

Cynthia Rice
Executive Director, Recovery Organization of Support Specialists (ROSS)

Cynthia Rice is the Executive Director of the Recovery Organization of Support Specialists (ROSS) certified through the Department of Mental Health, in addition 
to being a CPS Certified Support Specialist certified by the Department of Mental Health. Ms. Rice has been employed by the Birmingham Fellowship House for 13 
years. She was the poster child for the Birmingham Fellowship House in 2005, featuring her journey in recovery. Ms. Rice has always had a passion to help individuals 
who suffer with mental health issues and drug addiction.

Ms. Rice enjoys being a person in long-term recovery for her addiction and mental illness. She continues to strive and work with others mentoring them in the 
hopes that she will be able to pass the torch to others and keep the Peer Services movement alive. Ms. Rice is eternally grateful for her life, family, and to have been 
trained, supervised, and still employed by Beth Bachelor, Chief Executive Officer of the Birmingham Fellowship House.

Suzanne Muir, MSW
Associate Director, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Department of Psychiatry and Neurobiology

Suzanne Muir currently serves as the Associate Director in the University of Alabama at Birmingham’s (UAB) Department of Psychiatry, Substance Abuse Division. 
In this role, she works to coordinate activities within and between Beacon Recovery and Community Justice Programs (TASC). Suzanne holds a Master’s of Social 
Work Degree from Florida State University. With over 27 years of experience in project management, she has an extensive background in building, evaluating, 
and sustaining programs serving underserved populations. Ms. Muir has worked with the Jefferson County Family Wellness Court since its inception, and recently 
launched the Comprehensive Addiction in Pregnancy Program in partnership with UAB’s Maternal-Fetal Medicine.

Shereda Finch, MEd, MPA
Executive Director, Council on Substance Abuse

Shereda Finch has been the executive director at the Council on Substance Abuse-NCADD (COSA-NCADD) for 5 years. Originally from Cleveland, Ohio, Ms. Finch 
has worked in the non-profit arena over 20 years. Since joining COSA-NCADD, she has led the organization in expanding alcohol and substance/HIV prevention 
programs and recovery support services to six additional counties in Alabama. In the near future, the organization will be expanding its Peer Recovery Support 
Services across the state. Ms. Finch has a BA in political science and two master’s degrees in community health education and public administration. She is the 
mother of two children, and an adjunct professor in the Rehabilitation Studies Department at Alabama State University.


